
Reprint of PPG PROGRESS article                             
written by Larry O’Reilly 

By day, Walt Disney World is a magical destination that 
immerses visitors in a colorful palette of fantasy and 
fun. But when the sun goes down and guests depart, a 
different world emerges.

“As soon as the last guest leaves, the power washers
and painters leap into action. There’s always painting 
going on after the parks close down,” said Mike Ruggiano, 
coatings specialist at Disney.

Since Disney World opened in 1971 outside of Orlando, 
Fla., PPG coatings have helped keep the resort looking 
fresh and vibrant. Today, everything from theme parks 
to resort hotels, both inside and out, are covered, 
beautified and protected with products from PPG’s 
architectural, protective and marine, and automotive 
refinish coatings businesses.

“Just about everything that can be painted at Disney 
World can be coated with a PPG product,” said John 
Brandmeier, director of business and operations for PPG’s 
Matthews Paint.

Servicing the coatings 
needs of Disney’s massive 
30,000 acre complex 
is the responsibility of 
three full-time PPG sales 
representatives and a seven-
person PPG support team 
situated in an 11,000 square 
foot, on-site store.                             

The team regularly consults 
with Disney’s “imagineers” 
(who design Disney 
attractions), provides product 
specifications and application 
training, and keeps Disney’s 
maintenance staff and 
contractors supplied with an 
array of paints.

About a third of 
PPG’s business 
with Disney World 
involves Matthews 
products, which are 
a leading brand in 
the architectural 
signage industry, and 
a premium brand 
within the commercial 
segment of PPG’s 
automotive refinish 
coatings business.

Matthews acrylic 
polyurethane paints 
are used throughout 
Disney’s parks and resorts for applications requiring 
vibrant color and durability—including railings, light 
posts, signs and large character icons found throughout 
the parks.

“Durability and fast-dry performance are critical to 
Disney. Often, paint crews have as little as three or four 
hours to prep, coat and leave the park guest ready by 
morning,” Brandmeier said.

 

At Disney World, 
MPC Coatings Help
CREATE MAGIC!

Cinderella’s 
Castle

The roof and spire for a carousel in the 
Magic Kingdom was recently painted with 
Matthews’ MAP-LV coatings.

Matthews’ Ultra Low VOC paints are used at the “Buzz Lightyear Space 
Ranger Spin” attraction.



Matthews’ extensive color palette is another key to the 
business. “Disney’s imagineers are extremely particular 
about color. They use lots of vibrant color to help deliver 
an unforgettable Disney experience for guests,” he said.

“Meticulous attention to detail is what makes the 
Disney experience unique. All of the colors are perfectly 
matched and maintained, and they really pop!”

PPG’s architectural paints are used throughout the 
entertainment complex on a wide range of exterior 
and interior surfaces. The exteriors of some Disney 
attractions are painted with Manor Hall exterior paint, 
and Pure Performance paint is Disney’s top choice 
for interiors. Another widely used product is PSX 700 
protective and marine coating for the site’s 30,000 plus 
doors, and Coraflon ADS architectural coating is applied 
to many hard-to-reach metal surfaces.

Disney’s satisfaction with the performance of PPG 
products is complemented by the company’s 
responsiveness to Disney’s needs. Perhaps the best 

example of the service relationship was Disney’s recent 
decision to voluntarily comply with the most stringent 
U.S. air quality standards, and switch to Ultra Low VOC 
(volatile organic compound) coatings, according to 
PPG’s Roger Mabe, national sales manager-commercial 
for architectural 
coatings and the 
Disney global 
account manager.

While PPG’s 
architectural 
coatings unit was 
able to comply 
quickly with 
existing products, 
Matthews Paint 
had some work to do. Within 12 months, Matthews and 
PPG’s refinish commercial coatings technical group in 
Delaware, Ohio, teamed to develop and launch MAP-LV 
(Matthews’ acrylic polyurethane) Ultra Low VOC, high-
performance urethane coating system. 

“Our tremendous diversity of products combined with 
our service and technical research capabilities—that’s 
the value Disney sees in PPG and the reason we’ve been 
together so long,” Mabe says. “Whatever challenges they 
have, they have confidence that we’ll find a solution.”

Matthews’ Ultra Low VOC paints 
cover and protect “The Seas with 

Nemo & Friends” attraction.

PPG’s relationship with Disney World has grown and 
extended to other Disney parks around the world, including 
those in Hong Kong and Shanghai. “PPG has been more than 
accommodating with us,” said Mike Ruggiano, coatings 
specialist at Disney. “And the new technologies they 
develop are very exciting. They understand us and share 
our high standards.”

Call us at 1.800.323.6593 or 
visit www.MatthewsPaint.com

Mike Ruggiano at Typhoon Lagoon

The roof for the new “Dumbo” ride is covered with 
Coraflon ADS coatings.


